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ment is largely historical. He lays great emphasis on the supremacy 
of the Christian motive, and shows that a master-motive in morals is 
the great need of the world. Christianity not only differs from the 
non-Christian religions in its estimate of man, but it introduces new 
moral forces into mission lands, and is among the first of civilizing 
agencies. He believes that historic Christianity is equal to the task 
which has been Outlined, and that it need not compromise with the 
ethnic faiths, for it has a unique and exclusive glory. Universal 
mastery is the final heritage of Christ and his religion. 

We have found very little in this work to criticise unfavorably. We 
confess a hearty admiration for an author who has, so to speak, created 
his subject and shown us, with surprising freshness and originality, 
how an old theme can be treated. We shall look with interest to the 
succeeding volumes. Meanwhile we recommend this work to those 
half-hearted pastors whose views of missions are vague or narrow, and 
who need conversion to that phase of the gospel of Christ that com- 
mands the evangelization of the whole race and the whole world. 

Ithaca, N. Y. Wm. Elliot Griffis. 



The Return to the Cross. By Rev. W. Robertson Nicoll, 
M.A., LL.D., Editor of The Expositor, The Expositor's Bible. 
New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1898. Pp. viii + 320. 
$1. [=Vol. XIX of "The Gospel and the Age Series."] 

This is a collection of brief papers, to the number of twenty-eight, 
on various timely topics in religion, discussed under chapter titles 
generally well chosen and attractive to the reader. The majority of 
the papers, though by no means all of them, are animated by a com- 
mon purpose such as brings them into a certain unity fairly expressing 
itself in the title of the collection. 

We can sincerely praise the book in very high terms. It is admi- 
rable alike in matter and in manner. The thought is fresh and sweet. 
The style is answerable to it, being delightfully clear, and not without 
real distinction. It bespeaks in the writer a cultivated mind, a chastened 
spirit, a practiced pen. It is sufficiently incisive, but it never parts 
with a winning grace of amenity. You feel always in reading that 
the author holds his convictions with conscious firmness, but you feel 
likewise that he does so with every concession to difference that a just 
complaisance on his part can require. The intention with which he 
writes has thus every possible advantage to win way with the reader. 
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What is that intention ? The title expresses it very well. Not 
perhaps perfectly well, for it might seem to imply that the author per- 
ceives a current movement in return to the cross which he hails and 
welcomes. That, however, is not quite the case. The case is rather 
that he feels a current need of return to the cross which he would 
point out and help convert into a conscious purpose and endeavor. 

Mr. Nicoll presents a rare example of openness to new views, A on 
the one hand, combined with fidelity to the old gospel, on the other. 
He rests the emphasis of his inculcation, where in religious teaching 
it should always be rested, on what is fundamental in Christianity. 
And the fundamental, the distinctive, the vital thing in Christianity, 
that which constitutes Christianity a gospel, is, Mr. Nicoll insists, the 
fact of Christ's death and the fact of Christ's resurrection as laying 
together the twofold immovable historic foundation for the doctrine 
of an adequate redemptive atonement. Preaching should, he thinks, 
return to this idea; that is what he means by "return to the cross." 

It is in the highest degree refreshing and reassuring to come upon 
such teaching from such a source. We wish every preacher in this 
country could be got to read Mr. Nicoll's book. The present writer 
has found it often to be like drawing water from the wells of salvation 
to dwell upon its pages. Mr. Nicoll constructs a hypothetical ser- 
mon on this wise : 

Christ has come to reveal the glory of the higher personal life. Our 
ideals have been too poor, too near, and too partial. Let us take Christ as 
the measure of the stature of the perfect nian. Let us seek to drink in con- 
stantly the spirit of his life. Let our life be an everlasting ascent, through 
all failure and defeat, to the height on which he stands. Let us be impatient 
of everything that comes short of the highest, aud let us spare no effort to 
attain it, though it be with wearied feet and bleeding brow and heart loaded 
with sorrow. Let us wait for the gales of the Spirit, and let us seek to 
be driven before them. If there is a virtue we would emulate or a 
fault we would discard, let us gaze on the one till our souls have risen 
under it as the tide under the moon, or scourge the other in sight of all our 
faculties till every natural sense recoils from its company. Let us never be 
stopped by falls. Let us arise from all these, and repent and address our- 
selves anew to the great task, until the yawning gulf between the actual and 
the ideal is bridged at last. So yearning, so striving, we are climbing the 
hill of God, and we are in the way of salvation. 

He then asks :".... What is this but the righteousness of the 
law, by which no flesh can be saved ? " " It is," he says, " the 
old falsehood which the whole strength of the apostles was spent in 
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refuting If this is generally preached, then the battle of the 

Reformation has to be fought over again." 

The fine breadth and generosity of evangelic sympathy, the just 
spiritual sagacity perhaps not less, which characterize this somewhat 
" liberal " writer are well displayed in a striking remark of his about 
Spurgeon : " The church does not yet know what a great saint and 
doctor she possessed in Mr. Spurgeon." 

With all our admiration and applause of this volume and this 
writer, we make, as in duty bound, our contribution toward keeping 
high the standard of public requirement from those who offer us books, 
by pointing out a few negligences observed in these generally fair and 
scholarlike pages. "Endsemonism " (p. 34) is, we suppose, an error 
of the press for " eudsemonism." " It meets the whole wants of the 
guilty " (p. 175) must, we judge, be a slip of the author's own. "That 
Balzac was free from follies it would be ridiculous to deny " (p. 294), 
is followed on the very next page by a solecism of the same sort, 
" How often, even in his least ungenial writing, when he seems aban- 
doned to the spirit of cynicism, does his faith flash up and drive it out 
of sight ! " Mr. Nicoll's choice of title for one of his papers, " Lis- 
tening unto Death," seems to imply a wrong exegesis. "Listen- 
ing" is Mr. Nicoll's substitution for "obedient" in the expression, 
referring to Christ, "obedient unto death," where evidently the 
apostle's meaning is, not, as Mr. Nicoll makes it, until death, but up 
to the extreme of dying, nay, of dying on the cross. But exceptions 
and abatements like those which we have thus noted count as nothing 
against the value and merit of this seasonable and wholesome book. 

William Cleaver Wilkinson. 
The University of Chicago. 



Social and Ethical Interpretations in Mental Development : 
A Study in Social Psychology. By Professor James Mark 
Baldwin, of Princeton University. New York : The Mac- 
millan Co., 1897. Pp- x iv+574- #2.60. 
Professor Baldwin's latest volume is typical of the current reaction 
against the artificial teachings of the older, individualistic psychology. 
The demands of Steinthal, Lazarus, and Lewes for a social psychol- 
ogy — for a study of the forest as well as of the single tree — has not 
been unheeded. The psychologists and philosophers, notably James, 
Royce, and Dewey, are insisting upon the fact that the content of con- 



